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Georgia Student Finance Commission

Our mission
• To promote and increase access to education beyond 

high school for Georgians

Why FAFSA completion data?
• Information to help you assist your students in 

completing the FAFSA
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Why Complete the FAFSA?

• 90% of high school graduates who filed a 
FAFSA enrolled directly in a 
postsecondary program

• 85% of students have a chance to receive 
student financial aid

• 92% of students from low-income 
households will receive grants
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Sources: U.S. Department of Education, National College Access Network



Why Complete the FAFSA?

• Qualifies students for low-interest and forgivable federal 
student loans

• Class of 2017 high school graduates in Georgia missed 
out on $70 million in financial aid for college

• 30 minutes is usually all students need to complete
• It’s FREE!
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Sources: National College Access Network, NerdWallet



Increasing FAFSA Completion

• GSFC conducts FAFSA events in high schools across 
Georgia

• STARS users can see student-level FAFSA completion 
data
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FAFSA Events

• Financial Aid Presentations
• State and Federal Aid

• FSA ID Events
• FAFSA Completion

• Workshops
• One-on-ones
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K-12 Outreach Team
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• GAfutures
• FAFSA completion by 

high school

• STARS
• View status of your 

students’ FAFSAs

FAFSA Completion Data 
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• School must have at least five FAFSA completions to 
be listed on GAfutures

• Charts updated weekly
• GSFC and its affiliated agencies do not verify data for 

accuracy
• FAFSA year begins Oct. 1st

FAFSA Completion Data
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FAFSA Completion Data – GAfutures
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FAFSA Completion Data – GAfutures
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FAFSA Completion Report – GAfutures
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FAFSA Completion Report – GAfutures

Prior year 
FAFSA 
Completion
Rate % 
through
9/30
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FAFSA Completion Report – GAfutures

Current year FAFSA 
Completion
Rate % through
date of report
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FAFSA Completion Report – GAfutures

Comparison 
between current 
and prior year 
completion rates
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FAFSA Completion Report – GAfutures

Scroll down…
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Easy to 
export data
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Search features to find 
your high school
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Sorting arrows to view 
how your high school 
ranks with others in 
Georgia
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FAFSA Completion Data – STARS
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FAFSA Completion Data – STARS

• Two Reports
• Completion Report
• Completion Report (FSA Only)
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• Completion Report
• Reflects FSA data corresponding to student transcripts

received by GSFC from Georgia high schools 
• If GSFC has not received student transcripts from high 

school no data for school will be displayed

FAFSA Completion Data – STARS
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FAFSA Completion Data – STARS

• Completion Report (FSA Only)
• Data from Federal Student Aid only
• First-time filing applicants no older than 19 years old who 

will receive their high school diploma by start of school 
year they are applying for aid

• High school names entered by applicant
• Number of completed FAFSAs shown by high school may not 

represent exact count
• Displays information whether or not GSFC has received 

student transcripts from a high school
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FAFSA Completion Data – STARS 

Log into STARS and 
click on “FAFSA 
Completion Data” link.

Don’t have it? Contact 
your Institution Admin.
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FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 

Reminder:
• Report displays FSA data 

corresponding to student 
transcripts

• Don’t see data?
• GSFC may not have 

transcripts
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FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 

Prior year
FAFSA 
Completion
Rate % 
through
9/30
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FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 

Current year
FAFSA Completion
Rate % through
date of report
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FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 

Comparison 
between current 
and prior year 
completion rates
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FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 

Scroll down…
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FAFSA completion by High School is updated every week in the spring and once per month in the summer and fall on the U.S. 
Department of Education's website at this link: http://federalstudentaid.ed.gov/datacenter/fafsahs.html

Easy to 
export data

FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 

WARNING:  Only share this data with 
individual who has permission to see 
student personally identifiable 
information
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FAFSA completion by High School is updated every week in the spring and once per month in the summer and fall on the U.S. 
Department of Education's website at this link: http://federalstudentaid.ed.gov/datacenter/fafsahs.html

Search features to 
find specific 
students

FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 
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FAFSA completion by High School is updated every week in the spring and once per month in the summer and fall on the U.S. 
Department of Education's website at this link: http://federalstudentaid.ed.gov/datacenter/fafsahs.html

Sorting arrows to view 
your students’ FAFSA 
status

FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 
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FAFSA completion by High School is updated every week in the spring and once per month in the summer and fall on the U.S. 
Department of Education's website at this link: http://federalstudentaid.ed.gov/datacenter/fafsahs.html

FAFSA Status:

What does this mean? 
How can you help?

FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 
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Blank: Student hasn’t 
submitted their FAFSA

FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 
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Complete: Students have 
completed their FAFSAs

FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 
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FAFSA not completed: 
See table displayed on 
STARS “FAFSA Completion 
Data” page

FAFSA Completion Report – STARS 
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Completion Report (FSA Only) – STARS
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Reminder:
• Report displays data from 

Federal Student Aid only 
(not based on transcripts)

• Don’t see data?
• May not have at least 5 

completed FAFSAs
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FAFSA status information 
table on FAFSA Completion 
Data - STARS
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Reason FAFSA is NOT 
completed (displayed on 
STARS FAFSA completion 
reports)



FAFSA reject code/reason 
from FSA (not displayed 
on STARS)
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Suggested action for 
student to complete 
their FAFSA
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Discussion

• Who is currently using FAFSA completion data?
• How are you using it?
• How else could you be using it?
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Discussion

• What types of events could result from FAFSA 
completion data?

• What challenges do you have with your events? 
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K-12 Outreach Team
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Thank you for helping increase 
access to education beyond high 

school for your students!
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